FREEDOM'S BATTLE

changed the course of the war. Lastly, on the Ebro. By this time
we had organized reserves, but they could not be used because, at
the time of the offensive, begun in the difficult conditions already
related, there was a greater inequality of material than had existed
at any time during the war. This made it impossible not only to
follow up the initial success, but also to carry out complementary
operations on the Catalan front and a heavier offensive planned
in the central-southern zone. The Ebro operations had to be
restricted, and their repercussions were therefore limited as well.

This scarcity of material was caused by the closing of the French
frontier following a change of policy at the Quai d'Orsay. Never-
theless, advantage could and should have been taken of the
Ebro success to carry out a series of operations in the central-
southern zone planned by the General Staff, with the approval of
the Prime Minister. But owing to the weakness of certain army
leaders in the central-southern zone, so tragically revealed during
the last days of the war, these operations were all abortive, and
no eflFort was made to take advantage of the intense disorder
caused in rebel territory by an exploit of such high moral and
military value as the Republican offensive on the Ebro.

Lastly, it should not be forgotten that the rebels were compen-
sated for the setback administered to them by the Republican
army on the Ebro by the victory of their allies at Munich.